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ñIndividualisation in the learning processò 
has been one of the magic words in 
education policy of the last years. Teacher-
centered instruction as a synonym for the 
one and only learning organisation is gone. 
Educational institutions will develop from 
places of teaching and input-oriented 
knowledge transfer to a forum of 
discussing knowledge transfer, attitudes 
and opinions between the generations and 
cultures, with clear common responsibilities 
for the aims of the learning process.
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The learners should have more freedom to 
design the mode, the time schedule or the 
way, how her/his talents are involved in the 
learning community. The transfer of these 
aims into the real classrooms is still far from 
realization in Austria, because the classes brim 
over with more than 30 students and the 
environment is not fit for group work or 
individual learning. But there is common 
consensus, that information technologies and 
virtual learning communities are an important 
part of the individual learning future. 
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Some approaches towards learning concepts 
based on individualisation are discussed now: 

Á Individualisation according to (e)contents and 
learning scenarios; 

Á Individualisation according to places and 
timetables of learning; 

Á Social impact on learning and self competence; 

Á Evaluation and assessment of individual 
learning processes. 
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Since e-learning was introduced at secondary 
schools in Austria in 1998, notebook classes and 
learning platforms have been established and 
after some years clear constructivistic learning 
arrangements have been realized. 

This development marks one important 
milestone on the way to more individualization 
by introducing e-learning methods at school. But 
it also marks a milestone for teachers-training 
and education!
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As a consequence of e-learning, interdisciplinary 
and cross-curricular approaches should be 
strengthened. Administration will be changed 
from class-oriented to individual learning paths.

This means new and additional challenges for   
the teachers!


